2011-2012 Caloosa Middle School Chorus Guidelines/Handbook
Dr. Daniel R. Davis, Director

Welcome to the Cougar Chorus Program!  This will be the second year since reviving the chorus and I am looking forward to getting the choruses up and running again.  Our primary goal this year is to develop high-quality ensembles.  I welcome you in being a part of our music department’s tradition of excellence.  
Nothing great can be created without hard work and determination.  A successful choral program offers many rewards and benefits, but there are also demands. To be a part of a great choral program, you must be willing to put forth the effort. Any student who wishes to be in the chorus must be willing to work hard and sometimes make sacrifices to keep up the high standards of the program.

The chorus program at Caloosa Middle School strives to achieve three objectives: 
1. To learn the fundamentals of singing in an ensemble and to develop and achieve basic musicianship.

2. To develop each student's sense of pride, self discipline, and responsibility. 
3. As members of a performing group, our students positively and proudly represent themselves, their school, and their community.
The following pages are guidelines and rules that will help us arrive at our goals. All students and parents must understand and follow these general procedures and policies listed in this document.
A. Choruses
The Chorus program currently consists of a beginning chorus class to meet the young student's needs as well as the needs of the ensemble and a concert chorus for 7th/8th veterans of last year’s beginning chorus.  As our program grows and matures in the upcoming years, various levels of chorus will be added.
B. Discipline/Behavior – The Chorus Member’s “Code of Conduct”
The ultimate goal of our Code of Conduct is to help the student develop the self discipline necessary to succeed.  The purpose of our plan is to create an environment that enhances the learning of all members and provides for the safety of the students.  This plan is based upon the premise that every student has a right to participate in the learning process.  Responsibility for the appropriate behavior lies directly with each individual student.  Each member of the Caloosa Middle School Chorus should agree with the following statement:

I believe in my ability to succeed because:

· I am respectful.

· I am responsible.

· I am ready to learn.

By cooperating with the director and members of our chorus, I will create a safe and positive environment where my teachers can teach and all students can learn. This allows me to be a capable, connected and contributing member of our chorus.
Being ‘RESPONSIBLE’, ‘RESPECTFUL’ and ‘READY TO LEARN’ includes:
· Having all needed materials at their chair with them at the start of the class.  This includes their pencil, music folder, school planner, and all other items needed during rehearsal.  

· Being careful and respectful with all school equipment, including chairs and music stands (no writing on stands, for example).

· Students are not allowed to talk to one another during class.  Please  raise your hand and be recognized by the teacher before speaking out.

· Following all instructions the first time they are given.  Students will respond in a positive manner to the teacher as well as other students.

· Keeping their hands and feet to themselves.  Do not mess with other students’ possessions.
· Students will not bring food, drinks, candy, or chewing gum in the band room.  Chewing gum on the Caloosa MS campus is prohibited and will result in disciplinary action.
· No horseplay (riding chair or stand carts, holding doors shut, running in band room, hiding someone’s books or instrument, etc.) – these are referable offences.

Behavior expectations - Chorus is a group activity that is only successful when all members work together to create an artistic product.  The primary purpose of being in the class is to learn and develop music reading skills, improve your singing, and to learn how to combine your singing with others in an artistic manner.  If a few students do not concentrate on singing well, the whole chorus will fail to complete the desired effect.  Inappropriate behavior disrupts the group’s cohesiveness and is to be avoided.

Consequences – A behavior rubric will be completed and placed in the student’s file for each instance of inappropriate behavior per day:

· 1st time – warning, rubric started and filed
· 2nd time – move seat, rubric marked, and call to parent after class or school

· 3rd time – rubric marked, referral completed, and sent to time-out room
Inappropriate behavior on subsequent days result in starting and filing a new behavior rubric and consequences beginning with the 2nd time step. 

C. Classroom procedures

· Enter/exit band room

Enter and leave the room quietly.  Look to the whiteboard for daily instructions.  Music will be heard when you enter, please listen while you get yourself  ready.  This music may be part of that day’s lesson and may require a written entry in your journal. 


Students are tardy if they are not in the band room before the tardy bell rings. 

· Storage rooms

The storage rooms are for instruments.  Chorus students will not have many reasons to go into the storage rooms.  Do not loiter in the storage rooms before or after school or class.

· Restroom use

Students must gain permission from the teacher to leave class to go to the restroom.  Each student must submit their planner to the teacher and sign in and out on the clipboard each time they leave the room.  Only one student at a time may go to the restroom.  It is recommended that restroom use occur between classes and during lunch breaks. 
D. Grading 

Each student’s grade is based on a combination of the following (both in-class activities and homework/practice): 
· 2pts. per day Daily Participation grade – grade based on observed class behaviors.
- posture

- prepared for class notebook/music, pencil, and any other materials needed for rehearsal/class 
-attentiveness to directions

-participation in class activities

-writing daily assignments in Planner/Journal
· 50 pts. for each proficiency test (about every 2 weeks)– displaying vocal skills, sight-reading, exercises, etc.

· 20 pts. for each written assignment and quiz (about every week) - such as music theory and history worksheets, music reading, writing assignments for your journal, and vocabulary tests)

· 100 pts. for each evaluation test – 2/3 times monthly on performance music (including possible home use of SmartMusic and examples recorded during classes).

· 100 pts. for each extra rehearsal and/or sectional – based on attendance/participation (only a few are scheduled throughout the year, attendance is mandatory).

· 300 pts. for each of main annual performances – based on attendance/participation in concerts (a few are scheduled throughout the year, attendance is mandatory).


E. Uniform
The basic student-supplied uniform for chorus will be:

· Girls – White dress blouse, black medium-length skirt (w/ black hosiery) or dress slacks (w/ black socks), and black dress shoes.

· Boys – White dress shirt, black dress slacks, black socks, and black dress shoes.

F. Music
Method Books – any materials will be provided by the director.
Handouts – music, exercises, theory and history worksheets, tests, etc. provided by the director.
Please purchase a Folder/Binder – a blue, 1-inch thick, 3-ring binder for keeping music and other handouts.  Notebook paper in your binder can suffice for journal entries.
· For home practice, a computer will be extremely helpful to download music (mp3) files from the web site or sharepoint site.  If a computer is not available, a CD player will work.

· CMS has a school subscription to SmartMusic.  Students may subscribe to SmartMusic for $36.00 per year.  Go to the internet, www.smartmusic.com, for more information.
G. Chorus Parent Volunteers

Parent volunteers are requested throughout the year for various duties.  
· Dr. Davis requests volunteers to supervise students prior to each concert while he gets the groups warmed up and seated in the auditorium.
· We need parents to assist in transporting equipment to and from off-campus performances.  This includes carrying equipment and setting up chairs and stands before each performance.
· Chaperones are required to accompany chorus members for any trips that require transportation by bus.

· Dr. Davis requests assistance from parents who can volunteer during school hours.  Duties include coordinating fundraising money collection and distribution of products, office work, such as making copies, organizing and filing music for storage, updating student info database, and assisting the photographer when the yearly band composite photos are taken.

· A volunteer to help coordinate/schedule volunteers for the above events.  This person would call from a list of volunteers to set up each event.
The form at the end of this document lists these requests, please consider volunteering some time and fill in where you are interested.

H. Calendar/Performances
October 17-31, 2012:  Music Department fund raiser.

November 29, 2011:  1st Semester Concert – Mariner High School – 7:00 PM

January 18, 2012:  CMS Choice Open House – Small Ensembles, Jazz Ensemble, and Concert Chorus

May 10, 2012:  2nd Semester Concert – Mariner High School – 7:00 PM

Lee All-County Chorus


October 19, 2011 – Rehearsal – Lehigh Sr. HS – 6-8:30 PM


October 27, 2011 – Rehearsal – Lehigh Sr. HS – 6-8:30 PM


October 28, 2011 – Rehearsal – Lehigh Sr. HS – 9:00 AM-4:30 PM


October 29, 2011 – Rehearsal – Lehigh Sr. HS – 9:00 AM, Concert 10:00 AM

Extra performances are occasionally given in the community.  Notice for any extra performances will be given as soon as they are scheduled.  If you should ever need to contact me, please email me at school or call and leave a message and I’ll return your call as soon as I can.  Thanks, let’s have a great year!

Dr. Davis

School phone: 239-574-3232

email:  danielrda@leeschools.net
Band web site: www.caloosamsband.com

I request specific information from you so I may be able to contact you when necessary.  There is an information form available on the band web site under Forms/Links.  Please fill in the requested information on your computer and click on the ‘Submit by Email’ button beneath.  This will attach the file to an email to my school address.  This information is only for me for contact information.  The form will not be saved on the band website, it is sent directly to me.  Clearly, this form is for band members, however, chorus member parents are asked to fill in the contact information and leave the instrument information blank.
Caloosa Middle School Chorus Information

 please return by Friday, August 12

please print neatly
Student name:
_______________________________       _________________________________    ______
first



   
last


                        grade
Student’s email address:


     

        Student ID number:
____________________________________________________    __________________
Mailing Address:
___________________________________________________   __________________   ___________

Street






     City


Zip code
Primary Phone:

Secondary Phone:


__________________      ____________________       

Mother’s name:



      Father’s name:

____________________________________      ______________________________________

Mother’s email address:


     Father’s email address:

____________________________________     _______________________________________

Parent Volunteers, please mark your preferences below if you would like to volunteer this year and sign below:
___ during school
___  transporting and moving equipment 
___  chaperoning

___  supervise students before concerts
___  volunteer coordinator

___________________________________________________________________

volunteer name and best phone number to be reached
A word about the importance of concert attendance:  


Attendance and performance in concerts is required for all students and will be graded.  If you anticipate your child being absent due to a conflict, please contact Dr. Davis as soon as possible.  The experience gained in a performance by a student cannot be adequately replaced by a make-up assignment.  If necessary, students with a pre-arranged special excused absence will be allowed to complete a project to replace the performance grade.  However, success for the ensemble relies upon everyone’s participation.  The success of the entire group can be hindered unless all members are present and performing.
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